[Microsurgical treatment of giant pituitary adenomas (reports of 56 cases)].
To introduce a microsurgical operative experience with 56 cases of huge pituitary adenomas. Fifty-six cases of huge pituitary adenomas were studied retrospectively. The tumors were classified into four types according to their configuration and extensive direction. The tumors were removed by various approaches, such as transsphenoidal, transsubfrontal, extended transsphenoidal, extended subfrontal extradual and subfrontal-transperitonal method. All patients were treated by 10 types of surgical approaches. The choice of surgical approach and operative care were introduced. Total removal was achieved in 29 cases, subtotal in 20, without any severe complications. Choosing appropriate approach can improve the rate of total tumor removal and can decrease the mortality and recurrent rate.